
Answering awkward questions is an inevitable part
of parenting: Where did I come from? Why doesn’t
Santa ever die? Why is that lady so big?

Often, though, the toughest questions are about God
and religion. For parents who are not religious, the holi-
days highlight those queries and at times make us sec-
ond-guess our choices.

It’s one thing to be ambivalent about religion yourself,
but as parents, we want to make sure we expose our chil-
dren to as many different views as possible.

“It’s easy when you’re childless to sort of float and do
what you think is right for you,” said Dale McGowan,
author of “Parenting Beyond Belief,” (Amacon, $17.95).
“As soon as you have kids, all those questions come to the
fore. A number of friends of mine were entirely non-
religious, but once they had kids, they felt that they
ought to be going to church.”

Other parents have the added stress of trying to navi-
gate a holiday of another faith, because Christmas is so
pervasive this time of year.

All those questions

ByMari-JaneWilliams
The Washington Post

Experts suggest
parents should expose
their kids to multiple
religions, despite
parents’ beliefs.
Christmastime is an
opportune occasion to
talk with kids and take
them to various
services.
GETTY IMAGES

RELIGION

The
doubting
parent’s
guide
to faith
and the
holidays

See FAITH, Page B7
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Give yourself a memorable holiday pre-
sent and go see the Delaware Theatre Co.’s “A
Christmas Carol,” an inventive show in which
five actors tell the familiar story in such an
entertaining way that the departing audience
is happily buzzing about what they just saw.

Adapted by Patrick Barlow – the same
playwright whose four-actor “39 Steps” won a
bunch of British and Broadway awards – the
play features one actor who plays Scrooge,
and four others who play multiple roles,
seamlessly switching costumes, props, voices,
body language – and musical instruments.

The net effect is dazzling, giving theatergo-
ers the same kind of high-quality, high-impact
experience that the University of Delaware’s
Resident Ensemble Players pulled off with
their 2010 “Midsummer Night’s Dream” and
DTC presented with 2007’s “Henry V,’ which
was also a show that asked a small cast to play
multiple roles.

The performance, directed by Joe Calarco,
breaks a lot of rules, starting with casting a
hearty, handsome Scrooge instead of making
him look mean and wizened. This Scrooge
could be at home in any modern boardroom, his
admirable sleek exterior masking a seething

THEATER REVIEW

DTC’s ‘Christmas Carol:’ Spectacularly
inventive and engrossing for all ages
By Betsy Price
The News Journal

Mark Light-Orr’s portrayal of Jacob Marley in DTC’s “A Christmas Carol”
was reminiscent of Japanese kabuki. COURTESY OF MATT URBAN/DTC

See DTC, Page B7

» ANNUAL TRAIN RIDES

All aboard for Santa
Express, Holiday Light tour

St. Nick will be on board Wilmington
&Western’s Santa Claus Express each
weekend through Christmas. The an-
tique steam locomotive departs at 12:30
and 2:30 p.m., for a 90-minute round-
trip. Tickets are $14.40 to $17.50; chil-
dren younger than 2 ride free.

Starting Saturday, the Holiday Light
Train, a 1929 railcar covered with more
than 5,000 holiday lights, pulls out
several times each evening before and
after Christmas for a 45-minute trip.
$9.50-$11.50.

The trains depart from Greenbank
Station, near Prices Corner on Del. 41
North (Newport Gap Pike), near Del. 2
(Kirkwood Highway). Visit wwrr.com or
call 998-1930.

» ‘THE NUTCRACKER’

Lots of performances left
for fans this season

Here’s a roundup of upcoming
shows:

» Mid-Atlantic Ballet, 7 pm. Fri-
day; 12:30 and 4 p.m. Saturday, Mitchell
Hall, University of Delaware, Newark.
$15-$25/adults, $15/seniors and children
12 and younger. Saturday’s 12:30 show is
a children’s matinee and tickets are $10
for those 12 and younger. 226-6362.

» First State Ballet Theatre, 7
p.m. Saturday. Delaware Tech, Del. 18,
Georgetown. $20/adults; $25/students.
www.first stateballet.com/news.html

» DuPont Theatre,Wilmington
Ballet Academy of the Dance, 2 and 7
p.m. Saturday; 2 and 6 p.m. Sunday;
$15-$40. With Wilmington Ballet Or-
chestra and Chorus. duponttheatre.com

» Brandywine Ballet, 10 a.m.
Thursday; noon and 4 p.m. Saturday; 6
p.m. Sunday. West Chester University,
Philips Memorial Building, Emilie K.
Asplundh Concert Hall, University Ave-
nue, West Chester. (610) 696-2711,
www.brandywineballet.org. $25-$40.

» First State Ballet Theatre, 7
p.m. Dec. 21; 2 p.m. Dec. 22 and Dec. 23.
Grand Opera House, 818 N. Market St.,
Wilmington. $28-$48/adults. Includes
Delaware Symphony Orchestra and
Wilmington Children's Chorus. Stu-
dents/50-percent off adult price, seniors
and groups/$5 discount. (800) 37-
GRAND.

»MAKE THIS

Glimmer ’n’ Glow Lanterns
use large canning jars
Colored construction paper
Large canning jar
Scissors
Glitter
Glue
Tape
Tea light

1. Measure and trim a piece of con-
struction paper to be as tall as the
canning jar and long enough to wrap
around it.

2. Fold the trimmed paper in half
lengthwise and, starting from the fold-
ed end, cut slits about½-inch apart that
go across the paper to about½ inch
from the outer edge.

3. Open the paper and lay it flat.
4. Place dots of glue randomly

around the paper and sprinkle glitter
over it. Shake off excess glitter and let it
dry.

5. Wrap the paper around the jar,
fastening the bottom end with tape.
Slightly push down the paper from the
top so the slits open out and tape
around the top of the jar.

6. Place a tea light inside the jar.
Light the wick and watch it glow.

She said her baby is “easy” – curse you,
CEO businesslady Marissa Mayer.

Another woman said raising five kids
“was hard work” – curse you, too, stay-at-
home mom and first-lady runner-up Ann
Romney.

After seeing all the jackal attacks on
famous women who talk about mother-
hood, I’m sure that Buckingham Palace is
already putting together a PR strategy for
how newly announced preggo Kate Mid-
dleton should talk about her royal baby.

With all of the choices facing women

today, there is one discomforting con-
stant: Someone will always be there to
tell us we’re doing it wrong, whatever
we’re doing.

The newest round of the mommy
wars over balancing work and life
came when Mayer, chief executive of
Yahoo, broke new ground by being one
of the first CEOs to speak publicly
about parenthood.

“The thing that surprised me is that
the job is really fun ... and the baby’s
been easy. The baby’s been way easier
than everyone made it out to be. I’ve

WORKPLACE

Professional moms need to keep
placing emphasis on momhood
By Petula Dvorak
The Washington Post

Speaking publicly about work and
family can only help others to
understand. GETTY IMAGES SeeMOMS, Page B7
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Please note, the deadline will be
Friday, December 21st by 5 pm

To place an IN MEMORIAM to print on:

Christmas EveMonday, Dec. 24th
Christmas Day Tuesday, Dec. 25th

OrWednesday, Dec. 26th

Call: 302-324-2781 or email: obituary@delawareonline.com
or visit the self-service tool at:

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/delawareonline/

and click on "How To Submit An In Memoriam" at the bottom of the page

We will have limited hours from 9 am - 2 pm on
Monday, Dec. 24th and will be closed for business on Tuesday, Dec. 25th

“It’s hard,” said Es-
ther Lederman, the asso-
ciate rabbi at Temple
Micah in Washington. “If
you’re a Jewish parent,
you’re trying to make
your child not feel bad
that Santa isn’t coming to
your house. “

We spoke with McGo-
wan and other experts
about how to expose
children to the religious
traditions of the holidays
without compromising
your beliefs. Here are
some of their sugges-
tions.

» Be honest about
your doubts, and ask
them what they think.
The questions don’t need
to cause anxiety for par-
ents, McGowan said.
Just be honest with your
child and tell him that
many people celebrate
Christmas as the birth of
Jesus, but you don’t.
Then give him a chance
to talk about what makes
the most sense to him.

“They need to know
that most of the people
around them see the
world through a reli-
gious lens,” said McGo-
wan, who lives in Atlan-
ta.

“Every time I make a
statement about what I
think is true, I let them
know that others think
differently and that they
get to make up their own

minds. It’s not necessary
to put blinders on them
and not let them see the
religious aspect of the
holidays. That would be
strange.”

» Bring your chil-
dren to religious ser-
vices during the holi-
days. Andrew Park, the
self-described “faith-
free dad” who wrote

“Between a Church and a
Hard Place” (Avery,
$26), says he and his
wife take their children
to services at different
churches on Christmas
Eve to expose them to a
variety of faiths and
customs.

“Christmas Eve is an
opportunity to experi-
ence what religion

means to people other
than their parents,” said
Park, who lives in Chapel
Hill, N.C. “The greater
the variety of the experi-
ences, the better. It gives
them context and un-
derstanding about reli-
gion. That’s powerful.
Whether they become
believers in a faith or
not, having that under-

standing helps them
become citizens of the
world.”

» Read biblical sto-
ries. Even if you don’t
believe in the Bible as a
literal text, many of the
stories are still fascinat-
ing and can capture chil-
dren’s imaginations.
Read the story of Christ-
mas and talk about it in

the context of history or
ancient mythology.

“There’s something
about the Christian story
that is very engaging to
a kid,” Park said.

He also noted that his
two children, ages 8 and
10, are starting to make
connections between the
practice of modern reli-
gion and the way it was
practiced in ancient
societies, how it’s por-
trayed in fantasy litera-
ture, and the role it has
played in history.

» Make it secular.
Nothing says you have to
observe Christmas or
Hanukkah as religious
holidays, McGowan said.

If you are ambivalent
about religion, you can
make the holidays a
celebration of family and
generosity. Or focus on
the celebration of light,
or Santa and cookies.

“What some parents
find is they pop back into
the church and it really
doesn’t satisfy what
they’re looking for, so
they look for secular
ways to fulfill those
needs,” McGowan said.
“They are looking for
ways to have important
landmarks in their lives
or rites of passage, and
there are lots of equiv-
alents that are entirely
humanistic: naming cer-
emonies for babies, com-
ing of age ceremonies
around age 13.”

Faith: Be honest and ask kids what they think
Continued from Page B4

Even if parents don’t believe in Christmas, experts suggest reading biblical stories to kids so they can understand the
historical context. GETTY IMAGES

been really lucky that
way,” Mayer said last
week at Fortune’s Most
Powerful Women event,
prompting a firestorm.

Some women thought
that Mayer, with her
huge salary and paid
support staff, was set-
ting too high a bar for
other women, who might
struggle with not-so-easy
babies, financial con-
straints and a job outside
the home.

Of course, that means
that Krispy, the shift
manager at the local
diner, will now certainly
be empowered to fire his
swing-shift waitress
when she’s late after a
night with a collicky
baby.

“Whatsa matter
witchu? Marissa Mayer
can make it to work on
time with a kid at home,
why can’t you?” he’ll
snarl, before putting out
his cig in her coffee cup.

It’s hard to say that
fear is wrong – we have
light years to go before
we’re a nation that truly

has family-friendly
workplaces.

Underscoring this
truth was this year’s
talker by Anne-Marie
Slaughter, a Princeton
professor and former
top aide to Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, who ex-
plained in Atlantic Mag-
azine “Why Women Still
Can’t Have it All.”

But here’s the deal:
Every kid is different,
every mom is different
and talking about it is
the only way to make
progress.

Yes, Mayer undoubt-
edly has great paid sup-
port. She probably isn’t
running out to get gro-
ceries on her lunch hour,
vacuuming while at-
tached to a breast pump
or showing up with the
perpetual vomit on her
lapel because the kid
erped on her way out the
door.

But the truth is, those
of us who do or have
done all that also aren’t
chief executives of a
multibillion-dollar com-
pany with 12,000 employ-
ees whose business

strategies are analyzed
by Goldman Sachs and
whose leadership deci-
sions are instantly trans-
lated into percentage
points on the New York
Stock Exchange.

I sure as heck hope
she’s got a supportive
spouse and quality child
care that will help her
with the baby – whether
he’s one of the “easy”
ones or not – while she
takes the helm of a ma-
jor tech company.

Hearing Mayer ad-
dressing her role as a
mother in any fashion is
refreshing. It busts
down the idea that wom-
en have to act like men
and leave behind any-
thing that reminds peo-
ple they are women to
make it in the business
world.

Take the empower-
ment talks of Sheryl
Sandberg, chief oper-
ating officer at Face-
book, who encourages
young women to forge
ahead while admitting
that she concealed for
years that she left the
office at 5:30 p.m. to be

home with her kids.
Talking about that is

daring. Women only
made up 14.1 percent of
executive officer posi-
tions in Fortune 500
companies last year,

even though we are 46.6
percent of the work-
force, according to the
research firm Catalyst.

But it can’t only be up
to chief executives to be
the role models repre-

senting all working
moms.

Ann Romney was
right – even with a huge
pot of resources and no
outside job, raising five
children is harrowing
and fantastic and all-
consuming.

Imagine how hard it is
for a parent with no
partner, limited income
and no choice but to
work outside the home.
It’s an issue that was
barely addressed in the
presidential campaign.

Each time one of
these women – whether
Romney or Mayer –
speaks publicly about
the balance of work and
parenting, we get a little
closer to understanding
that this is an issue
about families, about
society, about the well-
ness of our community.
And keeping quiet about
it doesn’t solve anything.

You want to know
when real progress is
made? When we hear a
CEO speech about lead-
ership that includes tales
of long, collicky nights –
from a dad.

Moms: Not all working moms have ‘easy’ babies to raise
Continued from Page B4

Hearing Yahoo CEOMarissa Mayer talk about her mom
role is refreshing, even if she did say, “The baby’s been
way easier than everyone made it out to be.” GETTY IMAGES

core of greed – which
only underscores just
how evil he is, making it
more poignant for a guy
who focuses on me-me-
me to wrestle with long-
buried emotions and
memories.

The actors pop in and
out of the audience, start-
ing from the first mo-
ment, when Actor Four
(Steve Pacek) unexpect-
edly charges into the
stands with a trumpet,
plays the first line of
“Deck the Halls With
Boughs of Joy,” and then
raises his arm like a
conductor, instantly com-
municating to the audi-
ence that he wants them
to continue the song. And
they do.

“Vice nice,” he says
and runs up the steps to
do it again, with more
cast members and more
of the audience joining
in. Then the cast flees in
song to the stage, con-
tinuing the music until
one steps forward and
pronounces, “Marley was
dead” – and the play is
off to a running start.

Part of the fun of the
show is that it allows the
audience to see all the
changes in costume,
instruments and sound
effects, mostly produced
right on stage by the
cast. A chain raised and
lowered into a metal

bucket becomes Marley’s
unseen restraints. We
watch as the actors – to
great effect – control the
mask that is Scrooge as a
child and the puppet that
is Tiny Tim.

In the creepiest mo-
ments, Actor One (Mark
Light-Orr) portrays Ja-
cob Marley by donning a
frozen white Kabuki-like
mask on his head, and
creeping along the floor
like a spider on his hands
and legs, a simple con-
cept that gives the entire
scene a netherworld-like
aura. At one point, Light-
Orr removes the mask,
but instead of shattering
the illusion, it’s only
heightened when he re-
places the mask. Several
people during intermis-
sion noted that the scene
reminded them of a char-
acter, No Name, in Hayao
Miyazaki’s Japanese
anime film, “Spirited
Away.”

Bryan Prather’s set
becomes a dynamic play-
er in itself, and photos of
it do not do it justice. It
swings apart, moves
around and becomes
Scrooge’s office, home,
childhood school, child-
hood home, first job and
so much more. Wonder-
ful lighting, costumes
that are traditional but
have trendy touches
from today, such as
capes, and the use of
shadows on curtains only

heighten the drama.
This “Christmas Car-

ol” has a lot of humor,
but Barlow doesn’t let it
become a running joke,
like “The 39 Steps,” al-
though he has some fun
with the story and with
the audience in ways that
seem like major com-
ments on today’s me-
centric techie society. At
the same time, it has
really affecting emotion-
al moments, such as
Scrooge’s reunion with
his nephew.

The show would be
nothing without the out-
standing cast, which is as
close to perfect as you

can get. Each has plenty
of chances to shine, and
each does, and yet they
all work well together –
and they better because
it’s a very physical show.
Right in front of the audi-
ence, they flip their cos-
tumes, pass props, play
instruments – trumpet,
violin, flute, tambourine,
drum and more – while
manipulating the set and
… quite often … literally
running from point to
point.

Andrew Long is mas-
terful as Scrooge, his
modern manner the per-
fect foil to being forced
to confront his past and
his choices of coping
with it. Light-Orr, Pacek,
Jesse Shelton as Actor
Two and Tina Stafford as
Actor Three are simply
amazing to watch as they
transform themselves
from role to role to role.
They offer the kind of
performances that make
it hard to imagine anyone
else playing the parts.

The show isn’t per-
fect. It reels a bit into
excess a few times, such
as when Scrooge man-
ically cackles over his
box of gold at one point,
and his Act II memories
of his schoolmaster chid-
ing him seem to drag on
unnecessarily in an oth-
erwise tightly scripted
show.

But it’s definitely one
of the rare Delaware

productions that abso-
lutely deserved the
standing ovation it got
from an appreciative

audience.

Contact Betsy Price at 324-2884 or
beprice@delawareonline.com.

DTC: Set swings apart, moves around
Continued from Page B4

Scrooge, played by Andrew Long, wrestles with memories
of his schoolmaster in Patrick Barlow’s new adaptation of
“A Christmas Carol.” COURTESY OF MATT URBAN/DTC

IF YOU GO
WHAT: Delaware Theatre
Company’s “A Christmas
Carol”

WHERE: 200 Water St.,
Wilmington

WHEN: Through Dec. 30

COST: $35-$49

FOR TICKETS AND INFO:
594-1100; www.delawa-
retheatre.org

THE DOWNSTATE ‘CAR-
OL’: Through Sunday,
Clear Space Theatre’s
more traditional “A
Christmas Carol” is playing
at 20 Baltimore Ave.,
Rehoboth Beach. $30.
227-2270; www.clearspa-
cetheatre.org


